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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 

and the sentence lists other "meaner moods" through four- 
teen more lines. Through all the endless mouthing about 
passion, one searches in vain for a single sincere and simple 
lyric note; as through the dialogues one searches in vain for 
drama. 

It is wearisome to see this sort of thing accepted as poetry 
by American critics. Is it because Mr. Helston was first 
printed by the English Review, which once had a little brief 
authority as a judge of poetry? But, Messieurs, le roi est 
mart. H. M. 

Poems, by Alice Meynell. Chas. Scribners' Sons. 

White, pure, cool, delicate, shy — such adjectives as these 
greet this small volume of collected poems which partly ex- 
press thirty years' emotional experience of a high and sensi- 
tive spirit. One might wish that the poet were less reserved, 
less austere. She is less intimate in verse than in prose, 
for there is nothing here of such poignant beauty as that 
memorable passage in one of the essays which describes the 
sublime exaltation of a mother left alone with her child after 
the storm and stress of its birth. 

Mrs. Meynell is a Roman Catholic, and Francis Thomp- 
son was her friend; but there is no mystical rapture or 
ritualistic color in her poems. Their tone is silvery, and 
the religious motive often present is of an early Protestant 
severity. 

Thou art the Way. 
Hadst Thou been nothing but the goal 

I cannot say 
If Thou hadst ever met my soul. 

[70] 



Notes 

The Shepherdess, Song of the Night at Daybreak, Re- 
nouncement, Maternity (reprinted from Poetry without 
acknowledgment) — these are typical; and perhaps none 
more so than the sonnet Renouncement, which is so familiar 
as hardly to require quotation. H. M. 

NOTES. 

Ernest F. Fenollosa, born in Salem about 1852, of a 
Spanish father and New England mother, and dying in 
London in 1908, was well known in America as a man of 
original genius who devoted his life chiefly to the interpre- 
tation of Japanese art. Called to the University of Tokio in 
1878 as professor of philosophy, he became the strongest in- 
fluence against Japanese neglect of the national art, and was 
appointed Commissioner of Fine Arts to the Japanese 
Government. 

The play Nishikigi, or Nishikidzuka, which we are for- 
tunate in presenting, was found among his notes after his 
death. It is a flurry of snow against a red spray of maples. 
The obscurities have been explained in the course of it; the 
meaning of the crimson nishikigi, love-wands or charm- 
sticks, has become clear. The hosonuno is a local cloth with 
this legend clinging about it. The most difficult or obscure 
lines are in the second part where, as has been indicated, the 
chorus and the hero use speech merely to interpret the 
gestures of the dance, which the reader must imagine for 
himself, until he can see it, perhaps in Minoru's company. 

[71] 



